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a mountain-range, or a strip of sunlight, maybe, interpreted as a
flat coast Australia was undoubtedly seen from the distance by
a number of French and Spanish sailors long before Abel Tasman
set foot on shore. The Azores and Canary Islands were discovered
and forgotten and re-discovered so often that our school books have
a hard time trying to find out just exactly when they should be*
first mentioned among the world's great discoveries. French

GREENLAND

fishermen had undoubtedly found their way to the Grand Banks
of Newfoundland centuries before the days of Columbus- But
they merely told their neighbours that the fishing was good and
let it go at that Fish interested them. Another piece of land
was just another piece of land. There was enough land in Brit-
tany for everybody. Why worry about something that lay so fer
away from hone?
As in everything I have ever written, I have steadfastly defended
the doctrine that humanity comes before nationality* I shall not
lose myself in acrimonious disputes concerning the desirability of
celebrating Columbus Day or Lcif Day or a day in honour of
some French sailor who eventually may be dug out of the archives